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Rapists’ human rights victory
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By Andres Portér, Political Editer
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Prevention of Cruelty to Children said it
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roatnaed fronn the register.
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view pemmnkig thal adalis who seonlly
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ruling added to the case for reform of the
Hummamn Rights Acl.
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Resurgence of shops

at UK's retail parks

By Graham Ruddick
THE number of empty units
in retail parks has fallen to

the lowest level since the

recession, highlighting the
growing divergence between

out-of-town shopping and
Britain’s struggling high
street.

TrevorWood Assaociates, the
property research group, says
vacancy rates at relail parks
fell to 9.2pc at the end of 2010,
compared with 11.6pc a year
previously and 11.3pc in 2008.
The rate was 8.3pc in 2007.

The drop in empty space
iven by profitable
retailers such as Dunelm,

TK Maxx, Matalan and Next
snapping up units, and
development activity slowing
because of the recession.
Many of these retailers would
previously have focused
expansion on the high street
but are seeking to take
advantage of the larger
footfall and stores that new
retail parks can provide.

In contrast, data for the
high street shows vacancy
rates rose from 12pc at the
end of 2009 to 14.5pe in 2010.

Trevor Wood, senior partner
at Trevor Wood Associates,
said: “For many years we
highlighted the problem that
some retail parks had to face
of ‘second-hand’ supply.
Numerous administrations,
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receiverships and declining
confidence among some
retailers led to an explosion
in available space for some
years but, with few new
developments being built, a
significant proportion of this
space has now been occupied
by expanding retailers during
the past 18 months.”

Despile the slowdown in
development, the amount of
retail park space in Britain
grew marginally in 2010 from
172.5m sq ft to 173.8m sq ft.

The pressures on the high
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The vacancy rate at UK retail
parks at the end of 2010,
compared with.11.3pc in 2008
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street were reiterated
vesterday as data from
Synovate showed
non-grocery store footfall fell

' year-on-year in May by 4pc.

Tim Denison, director of
retail intelligence at Synovate,

| said: “Petrol prices are an

everyday reminder of the
higher bills we face and
households are malkin
adjustments to their HngST}’ICS
and shopping patterns.
Fewer, shorter forays are
replacing the I'Egu]}irﬂ‘ mass
expeditions to the shops.”




